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 THURSTON COUNTY 
SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Meeting Minutes of June 1, 2022 
Virtual Zoom and in-person meeting 

 
ROLL CALL:  Alternate (A) 
  Excused (E) 
  Not Present (NP) 
  Present (P) 
Members/(Alternates) Interest/Organization  
Carolina Mejia (Gary Edwards) Thurston County Commissioners’ Office P 
Jim Cooper (Gary Franks)-Vice Chair City of Olympia P 
Ed Kunkel (Lenny Greenstein)  City of Lacey P 
Elaine Klamn  City of Tenino  P 
Joan Cathey City of Tumwater P 
Joseph Richardson City of Yelm P 
Steve Purcell Town of Bucoda NP 
Greg Schoenbachler District #1, Citizen Representative and 

Agricultural Representative  
P 

Richard Moon District #2, Citizen Representative  P 
Renee Radcliff Sinclair-Chair District #3, Citizen Representative P 
Joe Downing Port of Olympia P 
David Nightingale Business Representative P 
Delroy Cox (John Cox) Industry Representative – Refuse  P  
Chad Sutter Industry Representative – Recycling P 
Olivia Carros (non-voting) Department of Ecology  P 
Vacant City of Rainier  

 
Staff Present: Jeff Bickford, Amanda Romero, Kathi Clarke, Dean Boening, Jennifer Walker – Public Works; Chris 
Hawkins, Jennifer Johnson – Public Health and Social Services 
 
Guests Present: Nick Harbert – Waste Management; Ron Jones, Gary Franks – City of Olympia; Steve Gilmore – 
Republic Services; Mary Harrington, Laura Busby, Olivia Carros - Department of Ecology; Wendy Mifflin – HDR, Inc.  
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The June 1, 2022 Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by 
Renee Radcliff Sinclair.  

 
2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 
 

3. INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS  
 
Olivia Carros, Department of Ecology, introduced Laura Busby. Laura is the new SW Regional Planner and 
Grants Manager and will be serving as the Department of Ecology SWAC Representative going forward.  

 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MINUTES 
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The agenda for June 1, 2022, was approved by unanimous consent.  
 
The May minutes will be approved at the next meeting due to a recently requested edit.    
 

 
5. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
No public comments. 

 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

 
No old business. 

 
7. NEW BUSINESS 

 
a. Potential South County Transfer Station Update 
 
Wendy Mifflin, HDR Inc., shared an update on the South County Transfer Station Stakeholder Engagement 
project. The objective is to obtain community feedback on the future of the Thurston County Drop-Box 
sites that yields helpful information for the site selection process, including facility resources and potential 
site locations. The plan is below.  
 

1. Intercept Surveys will be done at both sites in mid-July. This may also include a QR code to be 
scanned where residents can share feedback. 

2. In-person information tables at community events in mid-late July.  
3. There will be a virtual public meeting on Zoom in late July. This will include a 20-minute 

presentation as well as a facilitated question and answer time.  
4. Direct mail notification to 17,000 residents in Tenino, Rochester, Bucoda, and Yelm. 
5. Social media posts, information on the County website, and emails to key stakeholders. 
6. Other stakeholder engagement in late June or early July to gain feedback from Waste Connections, 

Republic Services, and other municipalities. 
7. A presentation to the South Thurston Economic Development Council 
8. A one-page overview handout of the project to include FAQs  
 

 
b. Use Food Well Washington Plan Presentation 
 
Mary Harrington, Organics Management Lead for Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology), 
presented on Washington State’s new Use Food Well Washington Plan (UFWW). The creation of the plan 
was required because of RCW 70A.205.715 which was passed in 2019. The goal of this plan provides 
recommendations on how to prevent, rescue, and recover food waste instead of sending it to landfill 
disposal.  
 
Moreover, bill E2SHB 1799 was passed in 2022 and requires a phased-in organics collection program to 
divert organics away from landfill disposal and to organic materials management facilities. The goals of 
both the UFWW Plan and E2SHB 1799 are to reduce landfill disposal of organics through prevention, 
rescue, and recovery. By diverting organics disposal, methane generation is reduced.  
 
The goals of the UFWW Plan: 
Goal 1:  Reduce food waste generated by 50% by 2030 
Goal 2:  Reduce at least half of edible food waste by 2030 

https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=70A.205.715
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1799&Initiative=false&Year=2021
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The plan for UFWW was developed by staff from 5 state agencies (Ecology, Department of Health, 
Department of Agriculture, Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the Department of 
Commerce). They divided the task of developing food waste reduction into 5 work groups and coordinated 
over one hundred subject matter experts from both the public and private sectors to develop 30 
recommendations. Those recommendations are 4 changes in federal policy, 9 changes to state policy, 4 
proposed funding recommendations, 2 public education campaigns, and 11 recommendations to improve 
infrastructure to prevent food waste, rescue edible food and recover the benefits of food waste. An 
economic analysis of each recommendation was a required component of the UFWW Plan. If all 30 
recommendations were implemented, the state could see over a billion dollars in savings and a million tons 
of food waste diverted.   
 
E2SHB 1799 has a goal of a 75% reduction in the landfilling of organic materials by 2030 (relative to 2015 
data). It required Ecology to work with a consultant to evaluate the adequacy of local government solid 
waste management funding and focuses on implementing the required collection and management of 
organic waste from all residents and some businesses.  
 
Next steps for Thurston County: 

• Continue to support edible food rescue programs 
• Support prevention, rescue, and recovery programs to divert more organics away from landfill 

disposal 
• Investigate the feasibility of adding more food waste to the LOTT Clean Water Alliance digesters 

and use all the gas 
• Prepare a compost procurement ordinance to use local compost in Public Works projects 
• Support efforts to educate residents on the value of compost, recycling, and contamination 

reduction  
  

 
c. Manager’s Update 
 

 Jeff Bickford, Solid Waste Manager, reported on the following: 

  1. WARC Compactor  
The compactor at the WARC was repaired by SSI, the manufacturer of the compactor, the week of May 16. 
Since that time, it has been functioning as expected. This has allowed the facility to catch up with the waste 
flow.  
 
Additionally, the County has scheduled a full condition assessment of the compactor by SSI for this coming 
July. It will allow the County to plan for potential upgrades or an overhaul to make sure that the lifespan of 
the equipment is maximized.  
 
2. Classification and Compensation Study  
Thurston County has hired a consultant to perform a classification and compensation study for all job 
classifications in the Thurston County government. The consultant will review each classification, look for 
potential comparable positions in the region, and make recommendations on the classifications, which may 
or may not include proposing adjustments to pay scales. The study is expected to take up to a year. It is 
unknown at this time whether there will be any direct impact on the Solid Waste Division.  
 
3. Memorandum of Understanding between Public Works and CPED  
Public Works and the Community Planning & Economic Development Department have negotiated and are in 
the process of signing a new Memorandum of Understanding between the agencies which outline the 
responsibilities and expectations related to the provision of the Master Recycler Composter (MRC) training, 
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which is overseen by the Washington State University Extension Service. The Solid Waste Division provides 
the funding for the MRC program. 

 
8. ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION 

 
 

 
9. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
The June 1, 2022 SWAC meeting adjourned at 11:22 a.m. The next SWAC meeting is scheduled for July 6, 
2022 at 10:00 a.m. as an in-person and virtual Zoom meeting. 
 
Audio files of these meeting minutes are available upon request.                                               


